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religious majority in Bahrain and true democratic elections

of the real parliament which can express views and aspira-
tions of the majority of Bahrainis.
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The US approach to the human rights is very sophis-

ticated. This country emphasizes the violations of human
rights in the countries where ruling regimes are unfriendly
to Washington’s policy and mess the bloodshed and hu-
man rights abuses in the area of their allies. We in Russia
remember very well that US government took advantage
of human rights abuses in the former USSR to destroy the
Soviet Union. One of the most prominent pro-American
dissidents Valeriya Novodvorskaya declared in 1994 that
violations of human rights served a good service for the
enemies of the Soviet Union to destroy our country but now
they can pay no attention to the violation of human rights
in modern Russia.

We in Russia are standing for the correction of injuries.
Unfortunately many in the West and in the Middle East
treat Russian position as exclusively pro-Shiite and anti-
Sunny. This is the false interpretation. Russia has friends
and partners both among Shiites and Sunnis. We stand for
the appeasement and negotiation the inter-sectarian ten-
sions. Russia resists the inter-sectarian conflict and prefers
peace in the region. Russian Federation has never interfered
in sectarian tensions in the Middle East. Our country tries to
keep good relations with all the states of the region. We are
greeting interconfessional dialogue in the Muslim world.
And it’s necessary to underline that in Russia peacefully
live and cooperate Shi’a and Sunny Muslims. Nevertheless
many people in Russia consider the human rights situation
in Bahrain as insufficient. We are standing for the libera-
tion of detainees, for the interruption of the oppression of
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As concerns Syria United States President Barack Obama

told Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad to «step aside and
allow a democratic transition to proceed immediately».
American leadership gives open aid to the armed opposi-
tion taking part in the civil war in this country. But in Bah-
rain Americans try not to see the violation of human rights
and suppression of the democracy. This is the colourful
example of the hypocrisy and double standards. So in the
American mind the people of Bahrain which struggles for
their own rights is of the second rank comparing with the
opposition in other Arab countries.

The reason of such behavior lies in the American mili-
tary presence on the soil of Bahrain and American military
partnership with this country. The main American naval
base of the 5th Fleet is situated in Bahrain and Americans
consider Bahrain as the very important factor in contain-
ing Iran. Americans are afraid that democratic Bahrain may
become a strategic partner of the Islamic Republic of Iran
so they try to preserve the autocracy nevertheless of human
rights abuses. Bahrain is a classic case of the US empire of
bases colluding with an unsavory feudal monarchy/dicta-
torship. So American leadership can close the eyes on the
violation of human rights and ignoring of the democratic
demands. Just like Tunisia and Egypt - and unlike Libya
and Syria - the pro-democracy movement in Bahrain was
indigenous, legitimate, non-violent and uncontaminated
by Western or Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) infiltra-
tion. So the reasons of geopolitics became stronger than the
democratic principles.
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Bahraini government. United States Secretary of State Hill-

ary Clinton expressed «deep concern», according to the
State Department, and «urged restraint». The Pentagon said
Bahrain was «an important partner»; later Secretary of De-
fense Robert Gates called Bahrain’s Crown Prince Salman
certainly to make sure everything was all right with the US
Navy’s 5th Fleet. Even the New York Times was forced to
acknowledge that US President Barack Obama had «yet
to issue the blunt public criticism of Bahrain’s rulers that
he eventually leveled against President Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt - or that he has repeatedly aimed at the mullahs in
Irany. But he can’t; after all, Bahrain’s king is another usual
suspect, a «pillar of the American security architecture in
the Middle East», and «a staunch ally of Washington». One
year later US Assistant Secretary of State for Near East Af-
fairs Jeffrey Feltman widely praised King Hamad’s steps to
«diffuse tensions» - such as «the release of political pris-
oners, a partial cabinet reshuffle and the withdrawal of se-
curity forces». Feltman said Washington stressed «national
dialogue», «made-in-Bahrain» solutions, and no foreign
states «interfering in the process».

This American approach demonstrates the sharp contrast
with reaction for the events in Libya and Syria. In Libya
Americans and their NATO allies, Britain and France, with-
out evident proofs of the massacres of demonstrations by
the government of Muammar Gaddafi began in March of
the 2011 bombing Libyan towns. NATO’s humanitarian in-
terference began with the none-fly zone and finished with
the military help for the opposition to overthrow Gaddafi.
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community in Bahrain includes 65% of this country’s popu-

lation, Shiites are underpresented in the government of this
country. Among 40 deputies of the Bahraini Majlis al Nu-
wab there are only 18 Shiites. The Shiites of Bahrain are not
represented in the army and secret services of this country.
Also the distribution of the income of country’s economy
and public treasures in Bahrain is unjust and unfair. Shiite
population which tribute in the public economy is consider-
able gets less income then Sunni circles connected with the
ruling dynasty al-Khalifa. We can point out the destruction
of the Shiite mosques as the realizing of the religious op-
pression and suppression of the rights of believers in this
country. At least 27 mosques and scores of religious build-
ings have been destroyed - including the 400-year-old Amir
Mohammed Braighi mosque. Minister of Justice and Is-
lamic Affairs Sheikh Khalid bin Ali bin Abdulla al-Khalifa,
has claimed that «These are not mosques. These are illegal
buildings.»

It’s important to underline peaceful character of the Bah-
raini protests. Oppositional parties didn’t demand establish-
ment of the Islamic republic. They demanded only more
democracy in the constitutional monarchy and dialogue
with the emir al-Khalifa. Bahrainis were fighting for a new
constitution and respect for human rights, not revolution or
regime change.

Nevertheless the so-called «global society» paid a very
little attention to the violence in Bahrain. American offi-
cials only expressed concern about the repression of the
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The last year all the world attentively observed dramatic

events in Bahrain which began on 17 th February as the
peaceful demonstrations for democratization. Standing of
the common people of this little country for their rights fin-
ished in the middle of the March of last year by the forceful
oppression of the peaceful resistance and invasion of the
country by Saudi troops. As a result of the firing of the dem-
onstration 18th February 5 persons were assassinated by
police and approximately 2000 were injured.. The regime
forces massacred many people as they slept. Many people
were detained or arrested. Among them two deputies of the
Bahraini parliament: Matar Ibrahim Matar and Javad Firuz.
Moreover many arrested protesters and human rights activ-
ists were tortured by Bahraini police. Moreover many Bah-
raini doctors and medical workers were arrested because
of the medical aid to the people which were suffered from
the police’s actions. No less than 24 Bahraini doctors and
23 nurses had to face a military tribunal. These doctors and
nurses are so subversive because they have proof of how
the police and army behaved with demonstrators.

Twenty-one other opposition members were also put on
trial by special courts (military prosecutors; one military
and two civilian judges), including Shi’ite dissident Hassan
Mushaimaa, leader of the opposition group Haqq and Ebra-
him Shareef, the Sunni leader of the secular Waad group
that called for a constitutional monarchy. This example
shows that peaceful protests of the Bahraini people were
not an expression of the sectarian clashes but the expression
of the people for democracy. In spite of the fact that Shi’a
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and also delivered them at the Bahraini embassy in London.
We have held talks with the Danish Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, who has met several times with officials and ministers

from Bahrain. Apparently a deal on Al-Khawaja was very
close to be settled, but in the end it was turned down by
the Bahraini government on grounds that such a deal would
be in conflict with the law. Danish diplomats from the em-
bassy in Saudi Arabia has observed several court meetings
in Bahrain — along with observers connected to Amnesty
International — but despite all these efforts Al-Khawaja re-
mains in jail.

Bahrain risks sliding into protracted unrest and instabil-
ity and is at a crossroads. The BICI report provided a road-
map to put Bahrain on the path of the rule of law. Only
the genuine implementation of the BICI report recommen-
dations would halt the slide, but the Bahraini government
shows no sign of moving in that direction. The international
pressure on Bahrain has weakened considerably since Al-
Khawaja ended his hunger strike, but Bahrain’s close allies,
including the USA and the UK, can no longer shield behind
BICI and pretend it’s business as usual.
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ment and ranking in the security and military forces,

are held accountable, including in trials consistent
with international fair trial guarantees and without re-
course to the death penalty.

Amnesty International has campaigned relentlessly for
the release of all political prisoners in Bahrain naming them
prisoners of conscience and calling for the authorities to
overturn the sentences and to ensure true accountability
for the human rights violations committed since February
2011.

For Amnesty in Denmark the situation in Bahrain has
been of particular concern due to the fact that the Al-Kha-
waja family was granted political asylum in Denmark and
holds a Danish citizenship. The family lived in Denmark
from 1991-2001, when they returned to Bahrain following
promises of political reform by the government.

Only weeks before the popular protests broke out in Feb-
ruary 2011, Her Majesty the Queen of Denmark paid a visit
to King Hamad Al-Khalifa, who was the presented with
Denmark’s finest honour: The Grand Cross of the Order of
the Dannebrog.

Amnesty Denmark has urged the Queen and the Danish
government to take back the order and to demand Abdulha-
di Al-Khawaja released and brought to Denmark. We have
collected tens of thousands of signatures from Danes, who
support the struggle for freedom and democracy in Bahrain.
We have sent these signatures to the government of Bahrain
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man rights defenders and activists denouncing such abuses

are repeatedly harassed and some have been jailed for car-
rying out their human rights work and peacefully exercis-
ing their rights to freedom of expression, association and

assembly.

Amnesty International urges the international commu-

nity to recommend to the government of Bahrain that they

undertake the following measures:

Immediately and unconditionally release all prison-
ers of conscience who were tried and sentenced by
the National Safety Court or other courts and impris-
oned solely for peacefully exercising their rights to
freedom of expression and assembly, including the 14
prominent leaders of the opposition.

In line with international standards, set up prompt,
thorough, impartial and independent investigations
(by an independent body outside the Public Prosecu-
tor’s Office) into all allegations of torture, deaths in
custody and unlawful killings, including those re-
sulting from unnecessary and excessive use of force,
committed since the beginning of the February 2011
protests.

Ensure that all those suspected of torture and unlaw-
ful killing, including those with command responsi-
bility, or those who condoned or committed torture,
unlawful killings and other human rights violations,
regardless of their position or status in the govern-
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or sliding into a downward spiral of repression and insta-

bility. Indeed, it has become evident that the authorities in
Bahrain do not have the will to take the steps necessary to
reform. The international community, and especially Bah-
rain’s allies, have a duty to condemn what is happening in
the country and to stop using the BICI report a shield to
avoid having to criticize the Bahraini authorities.

Meanwhile, Amnesty International continues to docu-
ment widespread violations by security forces, including
the use of unnecessary and excessive force against protest-
ers, sometimes fatal.

Like the case of Hussam al-Haddad, 16, who died on
17 August 2012 in al-Muharraq, the day after he was shot
by riot police. His family say he had gone to a nearby cafe
while demonstrations were going on in the area. A family
member who was present alleged that after Hussam al-
Haddad was shot and, while he was on the ground, a riot
police officer hit him with his rifle and kicked him. Hus-
sam al-Haddad was taken to the military hospital and then
to Salmaniya Medical Complex. His family was informed
about his death at around 2am that night. On 9 October the
Special Investigation Unit determined that the policeman
who shot at him was acting in self-defence after being at-
tacked and the case was therefore closed.

An increasing number of children aged between 15 and
18 have been held in adult prisons and detention centres in
Bahrain in the past few months. The total may number 80,
according to lawyers and local human rights groups. Hu-
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bars despite being convicted only for exercising their rights

to freedom of expression and association.

In June 2011, the King of Bahrain established the five-
member Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICI)
to investigate alleged human rights violations during the pro-
tests. The BICI was led by Professor Cherif Bassiouni and
comprised experts of internationally recognized indepen-
dence, integrity and expertise. On 23 November 2011 the
BICI submitted its report to the King and made detailed prac-
tical and legislative recommendations. The report confirmed
that gross human rights violations had been carried out.

The Bahraini government promised full implementation
of the BICI recommendations, including accountability for
human rights violations. But the government’s implemen-
tation of the BICI recommendations that relate to account-
ability for human rights violations has been inadequate.
No senior member of the security forces responsible for
the violations, including the National Security Agency and
Bahrain Defence Force, is being brought to account.

At a time when a number of countries are, with good
reason, vocally condemning human rights abuses in other
Middle Eastern and North African countries, they must show
equal commitment to pursuing justice and accountability
for human rights violations in Bahrain. The government of
Bahrain should acknowledge violations of human rights that
have occurred and ensure full accountability for them.

Babhrain is facing a stark choice between the rule of law,
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Al-Khawaja — known as prisoner Number 8 in the BICI re-
port — has been tortured and mistreated in jail and sentenced

2 ¢e

for “organizing and managing a terrorist organisation”, “at-
tempt to overthrow the government by force and in liaison
with a terrorist organisation working for a foreign country”
and the “collection of money for a terrorist group”. His suc-
cessor as leader of the Bahrain Centre for Human Rights,
Nabeel Rajab, has been handed down a three years sentence

for “illegal gatherings”.

Whenever we — Amnesty International — thought that
things couldn’t get worse in Bahrain, the government has
proven us wrong. Punishing people for posting a message on
Twitter or writing a poem is unthinkable. Using police force
to move Zainab Al-Khawaja from a roundabout, where she
was sitting down and peacefully protesting the treatment
of her father is unbelievable. Stripping off the Bahraini na-
tionality from 31 opposition leaders — politicians, activists
and religious figures — and banning all demonstrations and
gatherings is unfathomable.

The human rights situation in the country has deteriorat-
ed into a crisis, following the Bahraini authorities’ heavy-
handed response to the widespread pro-reform protests.
Around 115 people have been killed in connection with the
protests, and the security forces continue to use excessive
force against the protesters. Detainees have been subject-
ed to torture and other ill treatment in unofficial detention
places. Scores of persons tried unfairly in military courts
and sentenced to long-term prison sentences remain behind
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Almost two years after the beginning of the popular pro-
tests in Bahrain that aimed to obtain democratic reforms,
people are still turning out in great numbers in most cities
and villages in the kingdom — disappointed with the broken
promises from the government and the imprisonment, tor-
ture and killings of mostly peaceful citizens.

Amnesty International has monitored the development
closely and published reports, statements and press releases
every other day since the beginning of the popular protests
at the now demolished Pearl Roundabout in Manama in
February 2011. I have collected a shortlist of our work in
the appendix — for a complete list please see www.amnesty.
org.

There is no doubt that the Bahraini government has com-
mitted serious violations of the most basic human rights in
the handling of the protests. What started out as a peace-
ful gathering of thousands of people in Manama was soon
quashed by security forces and military units from neigh-
bouring Saudi Arabia. The brutal attack on peaceful pro-
testers in the middle of the night left dozens of people
wounded and some were killed. Doctors at the Salmaniya
Medical Complex tried to help the wounded, but they were
soon rounded up and charged with plotting to overthrow the
monarchy. 18 of the 20 doctors say they were tortured after
their arrest, and many of them are now in jail.

Likewise, prominent human rights defender Abdulhadi
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Bahrain risks sliding into protracted unrest and in-
stability and is at a crossroads. The BICI report pro-
vided a roadmap to put Bahrain on the path of the rule
of law. Only the genuine implementation of the BICI
report recommendations would halt the slide, but the
Bahraini government shows no sign of moving in that
direction. Bahrain’s close allies, including the USA and
the UK, can no longer shield behind BICI and pretend it
is business as usual.

By Ole Hoff-Lund
Head of Media Relations,

Amnesty International Denmark
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